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Conditions were good for this 24 hour 
ride, most teams were crewed by Audax 
members. One team, captained by 
Justin Green, was made up entirely of 
non-members. He supported last year 
and was so taken with the concept of 
the event he organised has own team, 
called “No Harm in Trying”, so he could 
ride. They took the train to Ballan and 
rode from there. I met them in the dark 
outside Inglewood; they were well lit 
and looked like a train coming down 
the road, and were having such a good 
time they were talking about next 
year’s event.

Two teams of three riders each, were 
forced to retire due to aliments of a 
team member. Being left with only 
two riders they were forced to retire 

as the rules require at least three 
members to finish. One team was 
seen heading for the local waterhole 
to drown their sorrows.

Eve Dodds fell off her bike fracturing 
her collar bone, she continued riding 
from Pyramid Hill to Rochester before 
seeking medical attention!

Of the 19 teams four of these were 
doing the Petit Oppy, a shortened 
version. All these teams finished, 
with a couple of riders cycling further 
than they had experienced before. 
Well done!

The finish was at Strathfieldsaye, 
outside of Bendigo. The Sports Club 
was an ideal venue. Catering was done 
by the Lions Club of Strathfieldsaye, 
performing an excellent job in a jovial 

manner. Special thanks must go to Jim 
and Shirley, and Tony who was a great 
help in organizing the club rooms.

Audax members helping were Libby 
Haynes, Gordon McMillan and Ray Lelkes. 
They made running the event a breeze.

Next year has some special 
significance as it’s 80 years since Oppy 
had his Paris-Brest-Paris win in 1931, 
and it’s 30 years since Audax started  
in Australia. 

The Oppy will return to finish at 
Rochester, so start planning a team and 
a stimulating route. It would be great to 
mark this bit of our history with a large 
turnout of teams.

Fleche Opperman All Day Trial

Victoria goes to Strathfieldsaye
Martin Haynes, ‘Oppy’ Ride Organiser, Victoria Region

The weekend of 20 March saw 19 teams and their support crews from all over Victoria and southern NSW 
converge on Strathfieldsaye for the annual 24 hour “Oppy” ride.

Lisa Turner’s “Southern Invaders” rode 
in from NSW, while John Fitter’s “John’s 
Orphans” rode in a big circle!

“Les Petits Canetoads”, led by 
Monsieur Dino Morgante, really got 
into the spirit of the inaugural Petit 
Oppy riding on petits velos (Bromptons 
and Moultons) and arriving in French 
costume. Tres chic!

Queensland Brevet Secretary, Dino 
Morgante, also took the opportunity 
to congratulate Martin Pearson on his 
Randonneur 5000 award (left). Chapeau, 
Martin!

Queensland goes un petit Français
Sandy Vigar

Two Oppy teams and one Petit Oppy team participated in the 2010 event in Queensland.

Photos opposite 
Top: “The Girls Club” on the road 
Middle: “Fleche Wounds” raises a bidon to the great 
man at Rochester (L–R: Dave Harrington, Liz James, 
Neville Walsh, Jan Walsh) 
Bottom: “Les Petits Canetoads” (L–R: Peter Jenkins, 
George Row, Sue May, Dino Morgante)
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