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AUDAX QUEENSLAND 
experienced a tragic loss 
on 25 April 2014—well 

accomplished rider Martin 
Pearson was killed by a hit-and-
run driver on the Inglewood 
Millmerran Rd while completing 
the final 600 km ride of the 2014 
GT Series in Queensland into 
New South Wales and returning 
to Queensland. This series was 
held across the Easter and Anzac 
Day weekends.

It is my great honour to write 
this statement marking some 
of his accomplishments as a 
long distance rider within our 
riding fraternity.

Martin and his son, James 
rode on my first Audax ride 
in November 2009 (Midnight 
Century). As was Martin’s way, he 
made the time to chat to me as 
a ‘newbie’ to identify my history 
on the bike and extend a hand of 
friendship. He was consistently, 
in the time I knew him, the quiet 
gentleman who would seem to 
blend with the scenery of fold up 
chairs and finger food served up 
at controls with his wife Sandy 
not far away. Once pushed on his 
way lovingly by Sandy, he would 
push on relentlessly through to 
the next control, irrespective of 
the conditions and terrain, still 
quietly reserved but achieving.

I believe many of us would 
not know of his many riding 
achievements—not to mention 
his extensive professional 
achievements, which were all 
understated and unbeknownst to 
many of us. I will take a little time 
in this article to talk about some 
of his riding achievements which 
set him in a unique league for the 
love of long distance riding. His 
professional achievements are 
for another publication which 
of course I am not qualified or 
conversant with to talk about. 
What I can undoubtedly say on 
a personal level was that Martin 
touched all our lives within 
Audax: he gave us all inspiration 
and encouragement through his 
own riding and his words along 
the way on a long ride to keep 
going and aiming higher.

Martin’s Audax achievements, 
after joining in 2007, include:
Paris–Brest–Paris: 2007, 2011
London–Edinburgh–London: 
2009, 2013.
Parkes 1000: 2009.
Perth–Albany–Perth: 2010.
Western Districts Wanderer 
1000: 2010.
Alpine Classic/Alpine Classic 
Extreme: seven times.
Fleche Opperman: seven times, 
including being part of the 
Queensland team setting the 
distance record (469 km) in 2011.

Farewell

Martin Pearson

Martin completed numerous 
other Audax rides accumulating 
in excess of 30,000 km of rides 
200 km and above.

An example of Martin’s quirky 
sense of humour. On one of the 
last times I shared a ride with 
Martin, I had been experiencing 
problems with spokes of my 
rear wheel. I was pulled up on 
the side of the road staring at 
said wheel, when Martin himself 
pulled up next to me and simply 
offered the comment, “Thirty-
two.” I immediately racked my 
brain for the meaning of this 
gem of information I was sure 
he was offering me. Some short 
time later I realised the cryptic 
clue was that thirty-two is the 
recommended number of spokes 
for an Audax bike for a gentleman 
of my size in Martin’s opinion. 
Typical of Martin’s dry humour, 
this was the extent of his advice 
at the time.

Martin you will be dearly missed 
by us all as a riding companion, 
a great randonneur and a friend. 
Till we meet again at a control on 
another journey.

Brian Hornby 
President 
Queensland Region 
Audax Australia

Left:� Martin Pearson 
after completing 
London–Edinburgh–
London in 2013. 
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