
Café Locks 
 

I have a fear of having my bike abducted when I’m out and about. To combat the opportunistic thief, 

I’ve contemplated for some time the addition of a café lock to the many things I take with me on the 

bike. These are merely a deterrent rather than a proper security device but probably good enough for 

those times you need to duck into Maccas for whatever reason leaving the steed unattended. 

Café locks come in a couple of form factors but mainly feature either a coiled cable or a cable that 

retracts into the body of the lock. Both have their advantages and disadvantages, but it’s nice to have a 

choice. After lengthy deliberations, I chose to buy the ulac Picadilly in red so it would be abundantly 

obvious to any would be bike abductor they should look elsewhere for easy pickings. Also I figure it 

would be easy to spot if I were to drop it… ahem. 

It is light at 86 grams, compact and not a burden to put in a saddlebag or even in a back pocket. The lock 

and cable ends are metal and so they do make some noise in an otherwise empty pocket which might be 

worth knowing if that sort of thing troubles you. Personally, shove it in the pocket with all sorts of other 

stuff and you won’t ever hear it. And because its red when you accidentally drop it on the ground as you 

reach for a gel, banana, other thing, you can see it from space. Don’t ask me how I know this. 

It seems well-made and has a quality feel to it. The locking/unlocking/securing the noble steed works as 

it should and the coiled cable does not seem to be losing its coiledness with use or tying itself in knots 

like an old telephone handset cord.  

 

 

Ulac Picadilly in Red. So awesome, I bought two.  

https://www.ulaclock.com/products/piccadilly-ltd 

https://www.ulaclock.com/products/piccadilly-ltd

